
Please take five minutes to send a letter to your upcoming 
representatives in the European Parliament 

 
 
If you want to be sure that your country supports plant-based food, please also send a letter 
to your upcoming representatives in the European Parliament. For your convenience, we 
have already written that letter for you. The only thing you have to do is email the letter to 
(one of) the your country candidates in the upcoming European elections. The letter 
highlights ProVeg’s most important priorities for the EU food system, including stopping the 
veggie burger ban. 
 
You can find the contact details of the candidates of the European Parliament here 
 
 

Letter 
 
 
Subject line: EP elections 2019: please commit to working for the benefit of our planet               
and all its inhabitants  
 
Dear 2019 European Parliamentary candidate, XXXX, 
 
The upcoming European Parliament election in May will shape the policy landscape of the              
European Union for the next five years. If you are elected, you will be my representative in                 
Brussels. With this in mind, I implore you to commit to protecting our planet and all its                 
inhabitants. 
 
We are living in a time of great environmental crises, including climate change, mass              
biodiversity loss, and the threat of water scarcity. According to the EAT-Lancet Commission,             
global food production, particularly animal agriculture, threatens climate stability and          
ecosystem resilience and constitutes the single largest driver of environmental degradation.           
Yet European politicians have thus far been reluctant to address this threat. While policies              
are in place to reduce the destructive impacts of transportation and energy, minimal             
legislation currently exists to tackle the immense negative impacts resulting from the            
production and consumption of animal-based products.  
 
If elected, I hope that you will act to change this! 
 
Reducing the number of animals raised for food in the EU, which currently amounts to               
around 9 Billion each year on land alone (without counting the billions of wild-caught and              
farmed fish), is critical.  
 
As my EU representative, if elected, please commit to working to reduce the production and               
consumption of animal products in order to counter these impacts, including in the following              
areas: 
 

● Shifting agricultural subsidies away from supporting industrial animal agriculture to          
the production of plant crops for human consumption. 

https://yourvotematters.eu/en/wdts/politicians


● Allocating funds within agricultural policy to assist farmers to transition to           
environment-, climate- and animal-welfare-friendly production of crops and        
alternative/plant-based protein sources. 

● Promoting the reduction of livestock through regulatory requirements. 
● Revising public procurement guidelines and implementing dietary recommendations        

to reduce animal-product consumption and increase the offerings of plant-based          
dishes in public canteens. 

● Ensuring that animal agriculture is addressed in the EU’s Climate Action Plan            
(NDC), including the promotion of climate-friendly plant-based diets. 

● Ensuring that animal product alternatives are not disincentivised through restrictive          
policies and regulations such as denomination restrictions. 

● Exploring taxation as a means to cover the environmental and public health costs             
linked to high levels of animal production and consumption. 

 
Should you be elected, there will be many additional opportunities during your mandate to              
further this work, and I look forward to keeping in touch with you on these areas. 
 
I hope you will consider the importance of the issues I have raised and commit to working on                  
them if you are elected to the European Parliament in May. As we live through climate                
breakdown and the sixth extinction, you will have the power as an elected official to act on                 
the existential threats of climate change and environmental degradation. 
 
With my best wishes for the May election.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 


